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DEFENSE TO BRING TO THE ATTENTION OF KEY DOD PERSONNEL MEWS ITEMS OF INTEREST TO THEM IN THEIR
OFFICIAL. CAPACITIES: 1T 1S NOT INTEMOED TO SUBSTITUTE FOR NEWSPAPERS., PERIODICALS AND BROADCASTS |
AS A MEANS OF KEEPING INFORMED ADOUT THE NATURE. MEARING AND IMPACT OF NATIONAL. AN INTERNATIONAL
NEWS DEVELOPMENTS, USE OF THESE ARTICLES HERE, OF COURSE. DOES MNOT REFLECT OFFICIAL ENMUORSEMENT.
FURTHER REPRODUCTION FOR PRIVATE USE OR GAIN 15 SUBJECT TO THE ORIGINAL COPYRIGHT REGTRICTIONS,

1 JUNE 1976 No. 108

THE CENTER MAGAZINE

A Publication of the Center for the Study of Democratic Institutions

MARCH-APRIL 1976

The Covert Op

S;h?,"ﬁ*’] et s > ",,. " M “i
\\__,/
THE CLA.

erations

¥RANK CHURCH

rIfwo hundred years ago, at the founding of this na-
tion, Thomas Paine observed that, “Not a place upon
earth might be so happy as America. Her situation is
remote from all the wrangling world....” I still
believe America remains the best place on earth, but
it has Jong since ceased to be “remote from all the
wrangling world.”

On the contrary, even our internal economy now
depends on events far beyond our shores, The energy
crisis, which exposed our vulnerable dependence
upon foreign oil, made the point vividly.

It is also tragic but true that our own people can
no longer be made safe from savage destruction
hurled down upon them from the most hidden and
remote regions on earth. Soviet submarines silently
traverse the ocean floors carrying transcontinental

missiles with the CapaﬁBﬁ#ﬁv&&“ﬁ%?h@féa@é"f&&flOQl

- The nuclear arms race threatens to continue  is

deadly spiral toward Armageddon. £
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our defense requirements; unable io conduct an in-
formed foreign policy; unable to control, -through
satellite surveillance, a runaway nuclear arms race.
“The winds and waves are always on the side of the
ablest navigators,” wrote Edward Gibbon, Those
nations without a skillful intelligence service must
navigate beneath a clouded sky.

With this truth in mind, the United States estab-
lished, by the National Security Act of 1947, a Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency to collect and cvaluate in-
telligence, and provide for-its propar dissemination
within the government. The C.L.A. was to be a clear-
ing bouse for other American intelligence agencies,
including those of the State Department and the
various military services. It was to Be an independent,
civilian intclligence agency whose duty it was, in the
words, of Allen Dulles, C.L.A. director from 1953 to
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those facts, without having either the facts or the
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